SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
we use a parachute, why, when we take a Turkish bath,
we do not plunge immediately into the hottest chamber.
Analogously, social, economic and political changes can
take place too rapidly and too frequently for human well-
being. A highly progressive technology entails incessant
and often very rapid and startling changes of economic,
political and ethical state; and such changes tend to keep
the societies subjected to them in a chronically uncom-
fortable and unstable condition. Some day, perhaps,
social scientists will be able to tell us what is the optimum
rate of change, and what the optimum amount of it at any
one rime. For the present, Western societies remain at
the mercy of their progressive technologies, to the intense
discomfort of everybody concerned. Man as a moral,
social and political being is sacrificed to homo faber^ or
man the smith, the inventor and forger of new gadgets.
And meanwhile, of course, technological unemploy-
ment is always with us; for every labour-saving device,
every substitution of a new and more efficient technique
for an older and less efficient one, results in a local and
temporary diminution of the labour force. In the long
run the persons displaced, as the result of technological
advance, may jfind themselves reabsorbed by other in-
dustries or even (since increased efficiency results IB
lowered prices, greater demand and an expansion of pro-
duction sufficient, in some cases, to offset the origmal
technological unemployment) by the industry from
which they were discharged. But what may happen in
the long run is of little interest to propertyiess persons
who are compelled by hunger and the elements to do thdr
living exclusively in the short run. For such persons the
chief consequence of progressive science is a chronic
social and economic insecurity.
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